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Prices continue up. Cash cheddar cheese at the Chicago Mercantile Exchange continued its 
upward momentum today with blocks closing at $1.2625/lb. and barrels, $1.25/lb. Both were 
above their weekly averages of $1.24 and $1.21, respectively. Class III futures saw continued 
improvement with October closing at $13/cwt. September closed a penny short of that at $12.99.  

Get back to husbandry. U.S. agriculture has dropped the ball in regards to animal welfare, says 
Bernie Rollin, Colorado State professor of philosophy, veterinary medicine and animal science. 
Rollin, keynote speaker at the joint U.S. and Mexican dairy and animal science meetings this 
week in Phoenix, says 75% of the U.S. public wants legislation to regulate production agriculture. 
But if industrialized ag returned its focus on animal husbandry, consumers would be satisfied. “It’s 
not too late for agriculture to emerge as the good guy,” Rollin says. Specifically, dairy needs to 
work at making confinement and husbandry compatible, he adds.  

60 versus 28 days dry? The traditional dry cow period was under the microscope Thursday 
morning at the American Dairy Science meeting. New research from the University of Wisconsin 
suggests that cows dry 28 days compared to cows dry 60 days did not differ in metabolic 
response or milk yield in the following lactation.  

Bill promotes school milk. Legislation to amend the National School Lunch Act was introduced 
by Sen. Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) yesterday. The bill would give schools more flexibility in selling 
additional varieties of milk to students and it would allow them to sell milk at school events. The 
bill also provides incentives to schools for increased milk consumption. Schools could receive 
higher meal reimbursements if they implement plans for improving nutrition through increased 
milk consumption. 

Race, gender and milk. African-American kids, particularly girls, drink less milk than white or 
Hispanic youth, according to a study published in the June Journal of Food Sciences and 
Nutrition. Young white boys and girls drink 1.4 and 1.2 serving of milk per day. African-American 
boys drink 1.0 servings; girls, 0.8. Some 13 to 14% of African-American kids report drinking no 
milk at all. 

$$ left on the table. Last year, the state of Minnesota offered matching $1 for $1 planning grants 
($5,000 per farm max) for dairy farm improvements and expansions. The state doled out 48 
grants totaling $187,000. But the Department of Ag returned $65,000 to state coffers because 
there were no takers for the remaining money. In 2003, 33 grants totaling $132,877 have been 
made to date. 

Washington tops. Washington state dairy producers not only led the nation in milk per cow last 
year, they also had the lowest average DHIA somatic cell count among the top 10 dairy states. 
Washington producers averaged 22,753 lb. of milk per cow in 2002, up from 22,324 lb. in 2001. 
Their average cell count last year was 237,000, down from 275,000 in 2001. 

Aggie dairy center closed. Citing a lack of enrollment, increasing operating costs, low milk 
prices, decreased funding and outdated facilities, officials at Texas A&M decided to close its 50-
year-old dairy center in College Station. The 115-cow herd was recently sold. Of 1,001 students 
enrolled in the animal science department, only 16 are majoring in dairy science, says chair John 
McNeill. The department hopes to provide internships for students on commercial dairies and to 
offer regional programs with other state universities. 

Kiwi payout. Fonterra, New Zealand’s mega dairy cooperative, has announced a 2002/03 payout 
of N.Z. $3.60/kg of milk solids. That compares to last year’s payout of NZ $5.30, a 32% decrease. 
 


