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Summary of thoughts 
This is an in-progress work but clearly shows that Ali has a viable research project of interest to 
U.S. farmers and policy makers. Ali does an excellent job of communicating her research in a way 
that is understandable to both economists and non-economists.  
Main comments 
(Page 12, footnote 2)  

 I had this exact question when looking at table 2. It seems problematic because if there is 
a 5 percent error in the UI participation numbers for undocumented workers, then what is 
the error for Medicaid, SNAP, or WIC participation? It is hard to know if the differences 
between program participation rates for undocumented and green card holders are 
statistically significant. 

(Page 17, paragraph 2)  
 Why is this a good instrument? Does it satisfy relevance and validity? Why is it a 

reasonable assumption that pay for undocumented workers is related to minimum wage? 
There needs to be a convincing argument that this is a good instrument. 

Minor comments 
(Page 1, paragraph 1) 

 Can you provide evidence for the motivation?  
 Can you be more specific about the “lower supply of workers?” Do you mean a leftward 

shift in the agricultural labor supply curve?  
(Page 2, paragraph 3) 

 What kind of significant changes in immigration policy? Please be more specific here.  
(Page 3, paragraph 3) 

 Are the annual average wages discussed annual averages for all workers? Or just for farm 
workers?  

 If decreases in the number of hired workers have been attributed to changing demand due 
to increased farm mechanization, then presumably wages have increased due to 
specialization. Maybe the agricultural workforce has become more skilled over time and 
workers are paid more because they operate specialized machines. 

(Page 7, table 1) 
 The types of immigrant workers presented here are not comprehensive. My understanding 

is that there are immigrants who (1) have become citizens, (2) have a green card, (3) have 
some type of visa to be in the United States, or (4) are undocumented in sense that they do 
not have legal authorization to be in the United States. What about the third type of worker? 
Adding a sentence explaining why these workers are excluded would be helpful.  

(Page 8, paragraph 1) 
 It is not clear to me whether these data are an unbalanced panel, or if the survey does not 

track the same individuals over time.  
(Page 14, paragraph 1) 

 My first thought when seeing equation 1 is that endogeneity is a problem. You address 
endogeneity on page 17, but it would be helpful to mention much sooner that you do indeed 
address the issue. 


