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Finally, some good news. Cash cheese prices rebounded this week, with 40 lb. blocks 
gaining 5 ½ cents/lb for the week and closing today at $1.12/lb. Trading was fairly active, 
with 17 loads selling and one left on the board today. Barrels were up seven cents/lb 
since last week, closing today at $1.1050/lb. Butter wasn't as lucky, dropping below $1 
and closing today at $0.9950/lb, off 4 cents/for the week. Nine loads sold; eight were left 
on the board. On the futures market, near-term Class III contracts lost ground from 
yesterday, but still finished stronger for the week. September through December contracts 
are trading near $12/cwt. Class IV contracts were unchanged all week. 
 
My picks for this week:  

 Quota Overbase Class 4a Class 4b 
July $11.44 $9.75 $10.07 $9.13 
August $11.65 $9.96 $10.28 $9.64 
September $11.92 $10.22 $10.37 $10.13 
 
Sign-up soon. Secretary of Agriculture Ann Veneman said yesterday that USDA will 
allow dairy producers to sign-up for the new market loss assistance payments "in the very 
near future." She said that producers will be fully compensated back to Dec. 1, 2001, as 
provided by law. Veneman also announced another $275 million in EQIP money, 
including $200 million for enrollment this year. Of that, $25 million is for technical 
assistance for ground and surface water quality. 
 
All-milk price way down. The June all-milk price for the United States was $11.90/cwt, 
down $4.30 from a year ago, USDA reports. The June 2002 price is off 30 cents/cwt from 
May. Of the top 10 states, California is reporting the lowest all-milk price in June, at 
$10.80/cwt. Wisconsin's price came in at $12; New York, at $12.60, Pennsylvania at 
$13.40, and Minnesota, at $11.90. 
 
Beef checkoff stayed. The U.S. Court of Appeals for the 8th Circuit granted a request for 
stay Wednesday to allow $1 per head beef checkoff to continue while the appeal is 
pending. On June 21, the checkoff was ruled unconstitutional and the collection of 
assessments was ordered halted on July 15. "This will allow continuance of promotion 
efforts on behalf of beef producers during challenging market conditions," says Dee 
Lacey, Beef Board Chairman. 
 
LOL/Mitsui plant opens. Land O'Lakes and Mitsui and Co. celebrated the grand opening 
of their joint-ventured cheese and whey plant in Tulare, Calif. Wednesday. The facility, 
with an initial capacity of 3.4 million lb. of milk per day, will produce Mozzarella cheese, 
dried whey and whey fractions. Construction of the $150 million plant began 21 months 
ago. Eventually, the plant will expand to a capacity of six million lb. of milk per day 
 
Got methane? Due to a recent increase, grant funding is still available for California dairy 
producers interested in constructing methane digesters to offset electricity costs. Buy-
down grants will cover up to 50% of the capital costs of the digester, but not to exceed 



$2,000 per installed kilowatt. The incentive program has also increased from 3.6 
cents/kilowatt-hour to 5.7 cents per kilowatt-hour of generated electricity, paid out over 
five years (for a cumulative reimbursement of 50% of the systems capital costs). For 
details, call 800-909-9873. 
 
Budget battered. The Wisconsin Milk Marketing Board saw its budget drop about 5% 
after milk produced in the state dropped by a like amount last year. WMMB will now 
have $24.9 million to work with, nearly $2 million less than last year. "Improved 
operational efficiencies and staff realignment will enable WMMB to implement (its) 
business plan without reducing funding for core marketing programs," WMMB notes in 
its budget overview.  
 
Peak milk. If your cows are reaching peak milk earlier than 50 days after calving or later 
than 90, they may not be producing to potential, says Dan Waldner, a dairy specialist 
with Oklahoma State University. "Close attention should be given to the transition and 
dry cow programs to determine if there is a high occurrence of metabolic disorders, 
mastitis or diet imbalances," he says. 
 
Shaping the nestegg. Purdue University money management specialists have launched a 
new website to help farmers with retirement planning. The "Retirement Estimator for 
Farm Families" helps estimate the annual income necessary for retirement, then matches 
those numbers up with likely expenses. Featured topics include asset liquidation and 
dealing with family issues related to retirement. Go to www. 
ces.purdue.edu/farmretirement  
 
Life sentences. If you want to get a notion of how far Europeans take hormone-free meat, 
four Belgian men murdered a government veterinarian after he discovered the men were 
using hormones to fatten cattle. All four men were convicted of murder and will serve life 
sentences, reports European Dairy Today correspondent Wilfried Wesselink.  


